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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 23, 2018 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway 

Swanzey, NH 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sylvester Karasinski at 5:31 p.m. at Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead 
Highway, Swanzey, NH.  Present were Selectmen Sylvester Karasinski, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and W. William 
Hutwelker III. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.   
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, Residents John Blood and Gus Lerandeau 
 
MINUTES  

 The regular meeting Minutes of May 16, 2018 were considered. There was a motion by Hutwelker to 
approve the regular meeting Minutes of May 16, 2018. The motion was seconded by Karasinski and 
there was no further discussion.  All were in favor except Colby who abstained. Motion passed. 

 The non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of May 16, 2018 were considered. There was a motion by 
Hutwelker to approve the non-public meeting Minutes #1 and #2 of May 16, 2018. The motion was 
seconded by Karasinski and there was no further discussion.  All were in favor except Colby who 
abstained. Motion passed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker.  There was no 
further discussion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.  

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 

 Property Tax Warrant 2018-01 

 Intent-to-cut – Map 9 Lot 12 

 Intent-to-cut – Map 66 Lot 8, 9 & 10 – Map 90 Lot 2 & 3 – Map 91 Lot 2 & 3 

 Intent-to-cut – Map 63 Lot 11 

 Intent-to-excavate – Map 12 Lot 5 

 Intent-to-excavate – Map 24 Lot 58 

 Intent-to-excavate – Map 86 Lot 2 

 Report-of-Excavation – Operation # 17-441-08 

 Report-of-Excavation – Operation # 17-441-09 

 Personnel Action Report(s)  
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
John Blood said he wanted to invite the Board to his house this coming weekend to view the South Road 
ballfields from his point of view.  His house is the red house on the left, #28 Mill Lane.   
 
He also asked if there was any way the minutes of the Board meeting could be provided on Monday or 
Tuesday before the next meeting. Colby said the only way to approve the minutes by the Board is at a public 
meeting, which only occurs once a week.  Blood said he would be happy to see the draft minutes, knowing that 
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they had not been approved. Branley said that if Blood contacted him, he could provide draft minutes to him. 
Blood thanked the Board and left the meeting. 
 
NOMINATIONS 
Rebecca Streeter – Alternate Trustee for the Stratton Free Library One Year Term 
The board reviewed the recommendation to appoint Rebecca Streeter as an Alternate Trustee for the Stratton 
Free Library for a one year term. 
 

Motion was made by Colby to appoint Rebecca Streeter as an Alternate Trustee for the Stratton Free 
Library for term ending at Town Meeting 2018.  There was a second to the nomination by Hutwelker 
and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Impending Tax Deeding 
Branley said that payment plans or extensions were agreed upon so that some properties are off the list for 
now.   
 
The properties without granted/requested extensions or payment plans are as follows: 

Owner Name  Map/Lot  Address 
Deeding 
Balance 

Total 
Balance 

Cherb LLC 72/31 2 SOUTH WINCHESTER ST  $37,150.47 $76,626.59 

Curtis, Jacob R & Kyle L  87/2/5025 25 ANTHONY CIR  $937.27 $2,452.69 

Lazzaro, Keith C 87/2/5008 8 EASTVIEW DR  $257.90 $991.10 

Rivers, Matthew R 87/2/5007 7 EASTVIEW DR  $382.15 $1,750.50 

Smith, Robert J 24/54 187 & 191 SOUTH RD  $7,153.91 $30,671.07 

Smith, Robert J 61/13 WEST SHORE RD  $771.56 $2,187.98 

Tolman, Est of Evelyn G 20/8 
322 OLD HOMESTEAD 
HWY  $4,374.13 $13,872.71 

 
Hutwelker said there are three or four offers coming in for the mill property.  He also said he thought Smith 
was coming into to discuss the situation with Branley, but Branley said although a meeting was scheduled, 
Smith did not show up. 
 
There was a discussion about tabling this item for four weeks.  The Board agreed by consensus. 
 
Whitcomb Hall LCHIP Grant Application & Adoption of Land Trust Standards and Practices 
Discussion was held about how much the Town was committed to providing as a matching grant and Branley 
said there was no formal commitment by the Town to apply for the grant. 
 

Colby moved to authorize Town Administrator Michael Branley to submit a $200,000 LCHIP grant 
application for the restoration of Whitcomb Hall and authorize the Chair to sign the grant application. 
Colby amended his motion to add a resolution that the Board adopts the Land Trust standards and 
Practices as their guiding principles. There was a second to the amended motion by Hutwelker and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
 
2018 Contracted Assessing Revaluation Expenditure 
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Branley noted that in 2016 the Board approved a contract with M&N Assessing that included cyclical visitation 
of properties across town culminating in 2019 with a full revaluation and update of all values.  He said the 
Town is in year three of four and needs to appropriate funds for 2018. The Revaluations and Updates ETF has 
an estimated balance of $48,859.46. The Board agreed that M&N Assessing has been doing a good job with 
assessing the town’s properties and providing recommendations that are defensible.  
 

Colby moved to authorize the expenditure of $29,000 from the Revaluations and Updates Expendable 
Trust Fund for cyclical revaluation expenses. There was a second to the motion by Hutwelker and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
June Meeting Schedule 
6/6 – Regular Meeting 
6/13 –Branley asked that the Board not meet that week in order to that he might attend a conference. The 
Board agreed by consensus 
6/20 – Meeting at Whitcomb Hall; Rabbit Hollow Road Bridge Info Meeting 
6/27 – Regular Meeting 
 
Home Occupation Application  
The Board reviewed the application of Ryan Avery of 36 South Road for status as having a home occupation. 
Avery is in the business of excavation/installation of water, sewer & utilities but none of that is conducted at 
his home. There will be no sign associated with his business. 
 

Motion was made by Colby to approve Ryan Avery’s request for status as having a home occupation at 
36 South Road, second by Hutwelker, and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Cheshire TV Annual Plan & Budget 
Branley noted this only as a point of interest to the Selectmen. He said he would check to see if a multi-year 
operating agreement was passed last year.  No decision was needed at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Meeting with City of Keene City Manager 
Branley spoke about meeting with Elizabeth Dragon, City Manager, City of Keene, and there was discussion 
about the possibility of expanding the TIF district around the airport to help encourage development at the 
airport.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 
Branley noted that state officials will be at an Airport Marketing Committee meeting held next month, June 26, 
2018, at 9:00 am. He said it should be a good meeting to encourage business in the area.  
 
Karasinski noted that 17 paying events are planned or have happened at Whitcomb Hall in 2018 so far. 
 
Karasinski said he noted that the Department of Public Works (DPW) filled the sink hole at Swanzey Lake Dam. 
Branley said he would check on whether any further work needs to be done. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSIONS 
 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3, II(d)  Consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal 
property which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to 



 
Town of Swanzey Board of Selectmen  Approved Minutes 
May 23, 2018 
Page 4 of 5 
 
 
 

those of the general community. 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(d) Consideration of 
the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal property which, if discussed in public, would likely 
benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to those of the general community, seconded by 
Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered nonpublic session at 
6:09 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and Sylvester Karasinski.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:13 p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
 

Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3, II(d)  Consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal 
property which, if discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to 
those of the general community. 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(d) Consideration of 
the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal property which, if discussed in public, would likely 
benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to those of the general community, seconded by 
Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered nonpublic session at 
6:13 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and Sylvester Karasinski.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:18 p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3, II(b) Hiring of a Public Employee(s) 
 

Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(b) Hiring of public 
employee(s), seconded by Hutwelker.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board 
entered nonpublic session at 6:19 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and 
Sylvester Karasinski.  Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Beverly Bernard. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:22 pm. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 
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Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3 II(a) Personnel Matter(s) 

 
Motion was made by Colby to enter nonpublic session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3, II(a) Personnel 
Matter(s), seconded by Karasinski.  All in favor by Roll Call and the motion passed. The Board entered 
nonpublic session at 6:22 p.m. Present was Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., W. William Hutwelker III, and 
Sylvester Karasinski.  Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Beverly Bernard. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:31 pm. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this Board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:33 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary    Approved on June 6, 2018  


